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THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiv ing 
ofjthem be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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HISTORY OF THE CONTROVERSY. 


Continued from page 39. 


The Report of Mr. Nitchie favourable to an alteration in 
the plans of “eee of the American Society, was given in 
our last, as a link in the chain, of which our new subscribers 
had previously no knowledge; and as containing the main 
strength of the opposition to the declared object of the Con- 
stitution. The remarks accompanying it, the suppression of 
which took from our funds $15, show how easy it was to de- 
molish the mighty Colossus. ‘The report was well enough as 
a general argument in favour of missiuns : but overlooking the 
marked distinctions of Providence and Prophecy relative to the 
Jewish Nation, it was, in its application to them, a failure. 

At the same meeting at which the report was read, and before 
its adoption, a letter from the London Society was read, which 
was considered by both parties as having an important bearing 
on their respective plans of operation. ‘The newly created’ ma- 
jority hailed it as conclusive evidence against the necessity of 
an agent, because it proposed correspondence ; and the minority 
rejoiced in it as proof of the need of an agent, because it prof- 
fered co-operation. Correspondence had been kept up before, 
and had done nothing but effect an interchange of civilities. 
Co-operation, therefore, was proposed, and disinterestedly, we 
think, on the part of the London Society, who exclude from 
their plans temporal aid; and the fletails of that co-operation, 
we venture to affirm, never can be settled by correspondence. 
It can only be done by personal negociation. That we are not 
mistaken in the importance of this overture, or in its character 
as an encouragement to proceed in securing a settlement, we arc 
perfectly confident; and as confident that impartial readers 
will form the same opinion of it. It is as follows, viz. 

Vor. V. 4 
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‘* To the Secretaries of the American Society for Meliorating the Con- 
dition of the Jews. 

“ GentLeEmen—On the other side, | beg to forward you a 
resolution of our Committee, begging the acceptance, by your 
Committee, of a copy of all our publications. The chief ob- 
ject of your Society we suppose to be, the affording temporal 
aid to converted Jews ; as the sole object of ours is, to promote 
the spiritual welfare of that people; and it seems desirable, 
therefore, thata mutual correspondence should be kept up, that, 
as far as may be, a co-operation may take place. We shall be 
most happy to receive further information respecting your ob- 
jects and plans, and in any way consistent with the rules of our 
Society, fo unite our labours with yours. We have, of course, 
contemplated with interest some circumstances which have oc- 
curred recently in America, in relation to the Jews, although 
we do not know what degree of weight is really attached to 
them. 

‘‘With-earnest prayer that the blessing of Abraham’s God 
may be with you in your work, | am yours wey truly, 

“ (Signed) C. S. HAWTREY, Secretary.” 


The experience of that noble institution has taught them the 
necessity of affording temporal assistance to converted and in- 
quiring Jews. Ithas been avowed in speeches delivered at 


their annual meetings—it is conceded in their annual reports. 
Their missionaries speak highly of the Dusselthal Institution 
under the patronage of the count Von der Recke. And now, 
though their constitution prohibits their affording temporal re- 
lief, they overture co-operation with a Society, whose object 
they know to be to afford temporal relief in connexion with the 
communication of religious instruction. An offer made in such 
a spirit of benevolence, should be promptly met, as opening a 
medium of communication with their missionaries located on 
the Continent; and we trust the time is not far distant when 1: 
will be met ; and these kindred institutions, co-operating toge- 
ther, may furnish in all departments, facilities for the ingather- 
ing of scattered Israel to the fold of Christ. It is a little 
singular, that notwithstanding the importance the majority at- 
tached to this document, as opening a correspondence; an 
notwithstanding the office of Secretary for Foreign Correspon- 
dence was held, till recently, by one of the party, that nothing 
more has been heard from the London Society! Has the Lon- 
don Society viewed our mere correspondence as a declinature of 
the offer of “ uniting their labours with ours?” And have they, 
therefore, declined a correspondence ? or, if the correspondence 
exists, is it of a nature so unfriendly to the party that it is 
withheld ? 

At the next meeting of the Board, viz. on the 3d of May, 
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1526, “ ‘The domestic Secretary presented a draft of the annual 
report for the ensuing anniversary, which was re-committed to 
a Committee, consisting of the Secretary, Treasurer, Agent, and 
the Rev. Dr. M’Leod.” 

At an adjourned meeting, May 6th, “The Committee to 
whom was committed the annual report, stated, that the report 
was ready for the inspection of the Board. Whereupon it was 
read by the Secretary and accepted. After which it was 
amended and adopted as the 4th annual report of the American 
Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews.”’ 

The meeting at which the Report was adopted was unusually 
full, consisting of 33 members, a large majority of whom were 
the persons who came in to change the plan of the Society. 
The report, so far as our recollection serves, was unanimously 
adopted, and ordered to be read at the anniversary of the Society. 

It was read there; but was rejected, principally through the 
instrumentality of the very men who six days before had voted 
for it in the Board! Of this meeting we loath to write: yet it 
is useless to be silent—for it was public—and from it was borne 
to all parts of our land melancholy tidings of disunion among 
the professing Christians of New-York. Immediately on the 
reading of the report, George Wilson, Esq. who had been re- 
cently in the minority, and who uniformly protested against 
the acts of the majority from the time they came in so impro- 
perly, rose and made a speech against the report, as the pro- 
duction of a spurious and unlawful Board, and concluded with 
a motion to reject the same. ‘Though this course was very un- 
expected on the part of those who had hitherto acted with Mr, 
Wilson, yet they could easily account for it, as designed to defeat 
the majority in their attempt to alter the constitution, which was 
proposed in the report. But what was our surprise to find that 
the Rev. Drs. Spring and Macauly, who were decidedly in fa- 
vour of altering the constitution, seconded the motion! This 
was done, too, with an apparent complacency and triumph, which 
indicated their opinion of the measure to be a master stroke of 
policy, calculated to destroy Mr. Wilson with his own weapons. 
The party, following what they supposed to be a masterly move- 
ment in their leader, voted to reject the report, and their vote 
prevailed. We say their vote ; for we are sure Mr. Wilson had 
very few of his friends to vote with him. The majorty of those 
who had hitherto acted with him, voted for che report in the 
Society as they had previously done ia the Board ; perfectly 
willing to meet the question of an alteration in the constitution : 
for they were prepared to meet it. The majority seemed to be 
aware of this, and therefore wished to avoid the discussion, 
as necessarily involving a disclosure of the means they used to 
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bring about their purpose. If this was not their motive, we 
confess ourselves at a loss to discover it. For in every other 
view of the subject, they were defeated. As one of Dr. Spring’s 
own congregation since remarked to the Editor, “ the Dr., in 
supporting the motion to reject, was caught in his own snare.” 
For, when after the election of officers, a motion was made to 
re-consider the vote rejecting the report, with a view to get at 
the proposed alteration in the constitution, the manoeuvre was 
so palpable, that it was scouted, and the motion was withdrawn. 
The report being thus disposed of, the Society proceeded to 
the choice of officers for the ensuing year. And here another 
most disgraceful scene was presented to the public. As had 
been the invariable practice of this Society, of the American 
Bible Society, and others, it was expected a Committee would 
be appointed to select and report a suitable list of names as 
candidates for the respective offices. But this part of the busi- 
ness of the Society had been anticipated by a caucus, out of 
doors: and lo! the majority were found prepared, with printed 
ballots, or lists of their own men, from which was carefully 
excluded so many of those who had consciences to oppose the 
destruction of the original Society, as to leave a large majority 
in favour of the new plans. A Committee to select names was 
of course voted down. The friends of the old Board then pro- 
osed a recess of one hour to enable them to prepare their bal- 
lots. - This was warmly opposed, as giving the minority an op- 
portunity of getting more voters; when it was perfectly obvious, 
that even if this was the motive for the proposition, New-York 
was as wide for the one party as the other, and that the majori- 
ty, on such occasions, are known to be quite as fleet of foot as the 
then minority. But the fact was, the minority had no tickets. 
There had been no concert among them; and they honestly 
wished to make out a ticket in which they could unite. In the 
midst of the warmth of debate on this subject, the Rev. Mr. 
Reed, of South Carolina, proposed an address to the throne of 
grace, with a view of bringing the parties to a consciousness 0! 
the Divine presence, and to a softening of their asperities. He 
did pray fervently. But, excepting so far as his prayer may 
have returned in blessing to his own soul, his prayer, it was be- 
lieved, waS in vain; for the majority were just as unyielding 
towards wheir brethren ‘after it, as before; and the minority 
were compelled ta ask the favour of endorsing their names ov 
one ticket, hastily drawn up, as the only method of secur- 
ing their right to vote. ‘The result was, that there was a 
majority of 11 in favour of the printed tickets. ‘The majority, 
on this occasion, acted the part of the Gileadites towards the 
Ephraimites. “The men of Gilead said unto him, art thou an 
Ephraimite ? If he said Nay, then they said unto him, say now 
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Shibboleth ; and he said Sibboleth, for he could not frame to 
pronounce it right. Then they took him, and slew him at the pas- 
sages of Jordan ; and there fell at that time of the Ephraimites, 
forty and two thousand.”* The minority could not pronounce 
the shibboleth of a party who wished to alter the constitution 
of the Society, and alienate its funds from the objects for which 
they were collected—they could not frame to pronounce it right— 
they lisped—they hesitated—nay, they would have choked in 
uttering the watchword of ‘such a party; and therefore were 
they excluded from the list of managers of the American So- 
ciety. ‘* The Society then adjourned.” 

At the first meeting of the new Board, viz. on the 23d of 
May, they began to counteract the error they had committed at 
the anniversary, in relation to the proposed alteration of the 
constitution; Resolving, “that the Domestic and Recording 
Secretaries and Agent be a committee to prepare a circular to 
be addressed to every Auxiliary Society, to every church in 
which there may have been made a collection for the Society, 
and also to any individual who may be a considerable donor to 
our funds, to inquire how far the amendments proposed by the 
Board to our constitution changing the plan of our Society, 
meet with their approbation.” 

The circular was prepared by the Domestic Secretary, and 
reported to the Board on the 6th of June. Before any vote was 
taken upon it, the fullowing was read by the Rev. Dr. M’Leod 
as a substitute for Mr. Bruen’s report, as a conciliatory mea- 
sure, and expressive of a willingness to co-operate with those 
who came in, notwithstanding the manner of their entrance. 
The substitute was on all hands considered far more able than 
the original, although some did not accord with all its senti- 
ments ; accordingly both papers were referred to the Commit- 
tee, “with the addition of the President, Dr. M‘Leod, Mr. 
Frey, and Mr. Nitchie.” 

No circular, as it will hereafter appear, was adopted ; because 
the question of an alteration of the constitution was set at rest 
by the legal opinion of Judge Platt and Chancellor Kent. We 
here preserve, however, the circular proposed by Dr. M’Leod 
as an important document, developing, in a masterly manner, 
the true designs of the American Society ; and we are confident 
it will be read both with pleasure and profit. It is as fol- 
lows, viz. 

CIRCULAR. 


Dear Bretruren—We take the earliest opportunity, after 
the Anniversary of our Society and the organization of the 
new Board, to address our fellow labourers in the cause of Is- 


* Judges, xii. 5, 6. 
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rael’s restoration. It is a duty which the Directors owe to their 
auxiliaries and the Christian public, to explain their views, at 
this critical period of their operations, to all who take an in- 
terest in this remarkable people, “terrible trom their begin- 
ning hitherto—a people scattered and peeled—a nation meted 
out and trodden under: foot, whose land the Rivers have 
spoiled : but who, as touching the election, are beloved for the 
Father’s sake.” We accordingly take the liberty of stating, at 
the outset, some sentiments which have long obtained the gene- 
ral assent of all classes of Christians, respecting the Jews 
who are scattered over the nations of the earth. 

1. As the Hebrews were originally constituted a people 
separate from the Gentiles, so have they been preserved by the 

rovidence of God, among their enemies, and witbout a landed 
inheritance, as a distinct people, to be known and treated as 
such. 

Their belief in the Scriptures of the Old Testament—the to- 
ken in their flesh—the worship in their synagogues—their Sab- 
bath, and their feasts, as well as their rejection of the New- 
Testament, and their continued expectation of Messiah to 
come, render this distinction obvious ; and the policy of the na- 
tions has given a terrible commentary upon their separated state. 

2. Although it is admitted in Scripture, that through their 
fall salvation has come unto the Gentiles, it is distinctly an- 
nounced that the reception of them, in their fulness, shall con- 
stitute an era of great interest to all the churches of God in 
the world. 

3. Instances, however frequent in all ages, of the conver- 
sion of individuals from Judaism, and their amalgamation with 
the national churches, and the several sectaries of Christendom, 
cannot constitute the grand event foretold: The Jews are to 
come, as a distinct visible body, tothe Redeemer, “and so all 
Israel shall be saved.” 

4. All, who treat injuriously the descendants of Abraham, 
even in their fallen and scattered condition, incur the divine dis- 

leasure, and must suffer vengeance: Though marked by Je- 
hedall they shall be avenged as certainly as Cain or as La- 
mech, 

5. The advent to Messiah, of the fulness of the Gentiles, 
and the advent of the fulness of the Jews, are cotemporaneous 
events; and these events together, constitute the great and ulti- 
mate revival of a thousand years. 

6. The means of the conversion of the Jews, and of the 
conversion of the Gentile nations, in order to be successful, 
must be ney LC simultaneously, and it behoves Christians 
to employ them harmoniously : and the great and blessed har- 
vest of the heathen, must, as in primitive times, so also in the 
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Millennium, be gathered chiefly by the instrumentality of mis- 
sionaries from the tribes of {srael. 

Having submitted these sir propositions, Dear Brethren, to 
your attention, we leave them with you, to be supported by 
their own evidence, as resting on the inspired oracles, and il- 
lustrated by your general reading on the events of the present 
age. They have, you will perceive, a place, if not in the uni- 
versal creed of Christians, certainly in the common belief of 
the learned and the pious of all the Christian nations. It isin 
correspondence with these sentiments, that the godly and enter- 

rising men, who are striving to give atone of enlightened 
and exalted piety, to the great moral change of the nineteenth 
century, are, as with one consent, directing their exertions to 
the recovery of the House of Israel. In the several cities of 
Christendom, attention is intensely directed to the forlorn con- 
dition of the Jews. Their national degradation is lamented ; 
their moral abasement is confessed with grief; and societies are 
formed for their relief. Missionaries are sent; schools are 
opened; employment is furnished ; and contributions are made 
in support of the benevolent machinery to an extent which 
promises, under God, the most happy results. God grant you, 
and we, who thus write to you, may continue our exertions with 
one accord, and to more effect, than hitherto. ‘The eyes of all 
are toward us.” 

The European Societies universally, and their Jewish friends 
and converts generally, have rejoiced at the formation of the 
American Society, and have proffered their friendship and co- 
operation. They approve, with one consent, the object pro- 

osed in its- constitution—The formation of a Settlement of 
Christian Hebrews in North America. 

The men of EZurope, if we except the Autocrat of Russia, 
cannot constitutionally effect such a settlement; and he who 
has the power, is not the person most fit for the undertaking. 
The excellent nobleman, Count Vonder Recke, cannot act up 
to a plan commensurate with its importance, though he has set 
the honourable example, on a small scale, on his own estates at 
Dusseldorf. 

In the United States, however, there is land abundant and 
productive. There may be a location adapted to agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures. 

The Hebrew race, the rich and the poor, may be asso- 
ciated, in one neighbourhood, under one name,- and they 
may co-operate, with mutual attachments, as kinsmen accor- 
ding to the flesh, and as brethren in Christ their Lord, and 
nearest kinsman. Instead of being scattered and forgotten 
among the hundred sectaries of Christendom, they can to- 
gether remain distinguished, and sanctify their synagogue 
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by the doctrine and worship of the New-Testament, be- 
fore all the nations. In this free and peculiarly favoured land, 
there is no political prohibition or impediment. Experiment: 
have often been made, on a similar principle. Settlements of 
English, of French, of Dutch, of Irish, and of Scottish emi- 
grarts, have been formed with success. Even still, New Eng- 
landmen move, in company, to settle, together, the wilderness. 
Of old, settlements were formed by associated Roman Catho- 
lics, by Episcopalians, by Puritans, by Baptists, and by the 
Friends. ‘The practice of the Shakers, and of the Moravian 
brethren, has certified the success of the experiment; and if the 
unbelieving Owen cao find voluntary associates to an unsuc- 
cessful experiment, there is nothing of fanaticism in attempts to 
bring together the Ancient Covenant people of God, to culti- 
vate a land productive as Palestine, beautiful as Tirza, to fo}- 
low their trades, and their callings, and to educate their future 
ministers for their own instruction, and the calling of the na- 
tions. 

Such, Brethren, are the objects which animated the first presi- 
dent of this society, under whose auspices it has been organiz- 
ed. The excellent Dr. Boudinot, liberal to the arts, patriotic, 
and generous to all literary and pious institutions, forgot not, in 
his will and testament, the converied Jew but left four thou- 
sand acres of his own lands to be parcelled out among the first 
colonists. ‘To him, and to his associates, it afforded joy, in 
anticipation, to see in this land, originally the home of the 
stranger, and the refuge of the persecuted, a settlement of en- 
franchised Israelites, preparing, in the culture of a freeman’: 
heritage, for that state into which Divine prediction is pledge: 
to introduce them. “They shall build houses and inhabit 
them, they shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them: 
Mine elect shall long enjoy the works of their hands. He that 
scattered Israel will gather him, therefore they shall flow to- 
gether to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine. 
and for oil, and forthe young of the flock and the herd.” 

We will not conceal from you, brethren, the anxiety we fee! 
for this great and good object of the constitution by which you 
are bound to us in this Jewish cause. Its accomplishment is at 
hand, if you will it so to be. 

The experience of the last year has not been in vain. From 
the misunderstanding which took place between the Directors 
and some of their Jewish proteges, the Board became convinced 
of the necessity of a judicious selection for the first settlers; 
Their land committee were directed to report a suitable loca- 
tion, and a judicious agent was appointed to go off to Europe, 
to select the proper colonists, and to enter into contracts with 
them ; and here our operations rest, waiting for your advice. 

For the last year the Board rented a farm, and at a high 
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price ; they stocked the farm completely, and furnished the 
house for the accommodation of a large family. At the end 
of the year, having given up the farm, they were obliged to 
sell their furniture, their stock, and much of the produce, at 
auction. Nevertheless, the farm cleared itself, except in less 
than thirty dollars. This is decided evidence of the skill with 
which these extensive agricultural operations were conducted, 
and of the certainty, that such operations in future, can be con- 
ducted with profit to the society, as well as good to the colo- 
nists employed by them. 

It was in the year 1820 this society was formed, for the sole 

urpose defined in the second article of its constitution; and 
on the 14th of the following March, it was incorporated by 
the Legislature of the great and munificent state of New-York, 
with a clause determining that its funds should be used for no 
other purpose whatsoever. 

In process of time, several Jews arrived from Europe, to act 
under the patronage of this institution, which attracted notice, 
and acquired repute abroad, even in its ineipiens state. 

Jadownicky, Simon, Wolf, Primker, Zadig, Jacobi, all 
united themselves to the society. Theirhistory is before the 
American public; and hundreds of their afflicted brethren in 
eg are ready to emigrate when we are ready to receive 

1em. 

The Board of Directors is at present constituted of men 
generally known to you, and the President combines the integ- 
rity of the Christian, with the suavity of the gentleman, and 
the high endowments of a distinguished civilian. We there- 
fore claim both your confidence and co-operation. Whatever 
difference of opinion may have existed, now there is no inten- 
tion to pursue further that dilatory course of experiment which 
delayeth hope, and makes the heart sick. The course is open 
and plain; and the word is, “ go forward.” There is no inten- 
tion of altering the original purpose of the institution, or of di- 
verting its funds from the parpon? for which they were devoted, 
by the piety of the people of God. Your Trustees shall be 
firm, and faithful to their trust; and if other objects, in this 
age of benevolent enterprise, invite and receive their attention, 
individually, or in connexion with other liberal associations, 
they design, while acting as a Board of Directors, under the 
A. S. M. C. J., honorably to employ the power and the bounty 
in their hands, for the temporal and spiritual welfare of the 
Tribes of Israel, in an American settlement of Christian He- 
brews. 

We, therefore, unanimously recommend to you, dear Breth- 
ren, patience and prayer, in the hope of success; and to wait, 
resting at your posts, until we offer you an object that must 
rouse to exertion all Christendom—a colony of the covenant 
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people of God, pursuing in fraternal love the arts of peace, en. 
Joying gospel ordinances in their synagogue, and looking for 
the day in which the sons of strangers shail build up the walls 
of Jerusalem, and their Kings shall minister to the seed of Ja- 
cob—when the glory of Lebanon shall come to her former oc- 
cupants—the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to 
beautify the place of the Sanctuary—as it is written, there shall 
come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodli- 


ness from Jacob.”’ 
(To be continued. ) 
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EIGHTEENTH REPORT 


Of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, read ai (),- 
Annual Meeting, May 5th, 1826. 


Continued from page 45. 


Dresden. 


Mr. Goldberg is still stationed here, and employed in the 
education of Jewish children. He speaks with much: satisfac- 
tion and thankfulness of a girl of fourteen years of age, who 
was confirmed last year, and to whom his instruction in the 
school had been apparently blessed. 

The same letter contains an account of the baptism of a Jew- 
ish convert who had accompanied him from Leipsic, an engra- 
ver by trade, of the sincerity of whose repentance and faith in 
the Saviour he had reason to hope well. The ordinance “ ap- 
pears,” he says, “to have been attended with a blessing, not 
only upon the proselyte himself, but on others also who take 
an interest in the cause of Israc:.” 

The following extract, from the same communication, gives 
some interesting details respecting a very aged Jewess, who, by 
the grace of God, has been brought at the eleventh hour to « 
knowledge of her Saviour :— | 

“Some days ago an old blind woman, ninety-five years ot 
age, was received into our institution; she also desires to be 
received into the covenant of grace by faith in Jesus Christ. 
She is mother and grandmother of a numerous family, all the 
members of which are now converts to Christianity. She was 
many years an inmate of the Jewish hospital, and, though so 
advanced in age, is very cheerful, and in the full possession o! 
her faculties. In early life she used to read the prophets dili- 
gently, and thus a desire for the coming of the Messiah was ex- 
cited in her mind. She knows by heart many passages, which 
refer to him. The conversion of her daughter and her grand- 
children, and her conversation with them, rekindled her wish for 
the coming of Messiah, and it appears that the Holy Ghost has 
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made known to her, that Jesus of Nazareth is the true Messiah. 
She is very anxious publicly to profess her Saviour, and to join 
his church by baptism before she dies. Nothing seems to shake 
her resolution; and to the remonstrances of the Rabbies, she 
replies, ‘ Let me go, I know that I am in the right way.’ We 
would not, therefore, refuse her request to be received into our 
institution, that she might prepare for baptism. It is very affect- 
ing to hear her praises and thanksgivings to the Saviour, for 
having called her from the brink of the grave to his salvation. 
She often speaks to her grand children of the love of Jesus.” 

Your missionary, Mr. Smith, has been much engaged in tra- 
velling in different parts of 


Germany and Prussia, 


during the past year, and has had many opportunities of con- 
versing with Jews, and of distributing Testaments and Tracts. 
The communications which he has made to your committee of 
the result of his labours have been, on the whole, of an encou- 
raging nature. In a letter dated the 2d of May last, he men- 
tions the baptism of a whole family of Jews, who were in re- 
spectable circumstances at Breig. He also states, that an 
important improvement has taken place among them in that 
place, in the education of their children. In consequence of a 
dispute between the more informed and bigotted Jews upon the 
subject, the government interfered, and insisted on the introduc- 
tion of a better system than had hitherto prevailed. None but 
qualified teachers are now allowed to teach in their schools, 
and every Jew is obliged to send his children for instruction 
from seven to fourteen years of age. Mr. Smith adds, 

“ Some were very averse to this alteration, but they now see 
the utility of it, and send their children willingly. The children 
are instructed in every thing necessary to make them useful 
members of society, and are at liberty to choose what line of 
life they please. They were examined in Hebrew and religious 
subjects while J was there, and both Jews and Christians who 
attended, appeared quite satisfied.” 

Although, as in former instances, instruction in Christianity 
forms no part of the education alluded to above, yet your com- 
mittee repeat that they rejoice in every effort which tends to 
rescue the rising generation of Israel from that hopeless igno- 
rance in which they have so long and so generally been broughi 
up, and which, wherever it prevails, must form one of the 
strongest barriers to all religious improvement. 

For this reason they notice, with satisfaction, a similar account 
given by Mr. Smith of what is doing at Oppeln, the next town 
which he re-visited. 

“ At Oppeln I found things much as they were formerly. | 
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went to the Jewish school; the children recollected me, any 
were glad to see me, and the master gave me a friendly recep- 
tion. He very politely and readily proceeded to examine the 
children on religious subjects in my presence. The subject 
‘given was the immortality of the soul, a treatise by Mendelsohn, 
which is to be found in most Jewish schools. Although the 
New Testament was not named, many important truths were 
brought forward from it. [I was much gratified with the an- 
swers of the children, though not so witb their manner: ther 
was a great want of order. The master afterwards examine 
them in Hebrew, and they acquitted themselves very well. | 
expressed my thanks for his kindness, and received many com. 
pliments in return. He instructs the children in Hebrew, Ger. 
man, French, history, geography, writing, arithmetic, &c, &c.” 

In the month of July following, Mr. Smith visited many 
places, where a considerable Jewish population is found, but 
whose local circumstances make it necessary to omit the names 
of places and yap From his record of that journey, your 
committee will lay before you a few interesting extracts. The 
following account of what occurred in one place shows that he 
knows how to estimate, without overvaluing, hopeful appear- 
' ances :— , 

“ Soon after came two very respectable-looking young Jews, 
requesting books and tracts. I asked one of them if he read 
Hebrew? he replied, ‘ Certainly.’ Do you understand it? ‘A 
little.” I looked out a passage in the New Testament, and 
requested him to translate it: he did so, but with difficulty. 
Bogue’s book attracted their notice much more than the Hebrew 
New Testament; and the tract, No. 8, still more so. They 
appeared at a loss for words to express their joy, and ran ou! 
of the room, with a great many good wishes im their mouths, 
and many thanks to us. Once for all, 1 wish to be fully under- 
stood, that I iay no great stress upon cases of this nature in 
general. Experience has sufficiently taught me, that such sud- 
den ebullitions of joy are usually too transient, and expire with- 
out yielding fruit. My object is, merely to state things as | 
find them ; but such eccurrences cannot fail to give pleasure. 
when or wherever we meet with them, even though our hopes 
be blasted in the end; we must ever trust for a blessing upon 
the rising generation.” 

His description of an interview which he had with a respects 
ble and intelligent Israelite in another place, is worthy of notice. 

“Passing through , the wagon remaining there abou! 
two hours, I looked about the town, and soon found a very 
respectable looking Jew, sitting at a door, in full Polish dress— 
it was the Sabbath. [ went up to him; made several inquire: 
respecting the town, inhabitants, trade, the state of the Jews 
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ue. He said, that he was staying there upon business, that no 
Jews were allowed to settle in the town; and they pay very 
dear for residing there a few weeks only.. I found he wasa 
Hungarian Jew, living on the borders of the Turkish territories. 
He seemed a very intelligent man, and was sighing in silence 
over the present state of the Jews and Judaism. We soon un- 
derstood each other; and he spoke openly to me, but confiden- 
tially; a great part of what passed between us | cannot, therefore, 
relate. 

«+The present state of Judaism,’ said he, ‘is dreadful ; but 
no radical or even partial reformation can take place amongst 
us, while we are so oppressed. I myself have long laboured in 
connexion with others, in confidence and in secret, to effect a 
reform in our worship; but what can be done by a few indi- 
viduals? one swallow does not make a summer. Here we dare 
not open our mouths; we are oppressed on every side—by 
Christians we are despised for being Jews, and by the Jews we 
should be totally hunted out from our connexions, and deprived 
of bread, if our principles were known. Darkness and super- 
stition every where prevail. What can arise out of this? How 
is any change to be effected with us, while things are in this 
state ?? He spoke this in a desponding tone. | cited the words 
of Solomon, Prov. iii. 5,6. He replied, ‘Very true—you are 
going to , and [ will give you the address of a friend of 
mine there, a very enlightened man and great scholar; who 
has done much for the Polish Jews: he will be very glad to see 
you.’ He invited me up into his bed-room, and showed me his 
books—‘ ‘These (said he) are all I can carry about with me, 
they are all German,’ 1 looked into some of them ; they ap- 

ared to be, most of them, philosophical works, He said, 
that he had long wished to get a copy of the New Testament 
in Hebrew, but had not succeeded ; it was prohibited by govern- 
ment. 1 showed him one; he was much pleased. I showed him 
also a copy of Bogue’s Evidences, and said, ‘It is your Sab- 
bath ; you dare not purchase ; I will give you them,’ I gave 
him also a few tracts at his request. He charged me, very 
seriously, to mind what I did, and not to speak so freely to an 
of the Jews as I had done to him; otherwise, said he, they will 
lodge a complaint against you. {| thanked him, and told him, 
that [ knew and felt where I was, and had determined to pro- 
ceed cautiously, so as to avoid giving offence to any one. I 
ought to have said before, that in our conversation upon the 
prophecies, I asked him, if he really believed Christ to have 
been the Messiah? he said, yes, he was fully convinced that he 
had appeared. He walked with me to the wagon; begged 
that I would visit him on my return, and prayed that God would 
bless all our efforts.” 
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In addition to the obstacles opposed by the superstitions of 


Christians to the conversion of the Jews, Mr. Smith has found 
their impiety also producing the same lamentable effect. On 
this subject he says, 

“The lamentable profanation of the Sabbath amongst Chris- 
tians, cannot fail of being a great stumbling-block in the eye: 
of this people ; and the senseless attempts of many Christians 
to lessen our obligation to observe the Sabbath, are really 
wonderful. ‘Thus,the commands of God, written by the finger 
of Jehovah himself, are made void by the traditions of men: 


and this sacred day of hallowed rest, converted into a sort of 


bacchanalian feast!” 
Detmold. 


Mr. Petri, the converted Israelite, who at the time of the last 
Report was still employed under the care of the Detmold So- 
ciety, has continued his labours amongst his brethren with un- 
remitted activity. In the months of September and October 
last, he made a considerable missionary tourin Germany. His 
journal affords an additional proof of the gradual diminution 
of prejudice amongst the Jews towards Christianity, and of their 
readiness to converse with those who come testifying that Jesus 
is the Christ. In the course of his journey, Mr. Petri met with 
several Jewish rabbies, who were favourably disposed towards 
Christianity : of these instances, one only shall be adduced. 

“On my arrival at P , I found that the chief rabbi, 
R——, with whom, on my former visit, I had a long conver- 
sation, had died but a short time before. As the Jews spoke 
very favourably of their new rabbi, I called upon him, and 
was kindly received. In the presence of his pupils I preached 
Jesus as the true Messiah. The children paid great attention 
to what I said, and the rabbi invited me to dine with him. At 
dinner I had au opportunity of conversing with several other 
Jews, and of distributing tracts amongthem. The rabbi show- 
ed me several tracts which I had formerly left here, and also a 
Hebrew Testament, which he had himself purchased for more 
than a crown. He mentioned another rabbi, who is now dili- 
gently examining into the trath of Christianity. He requested 
me to correspond with him.” 

Mr. Petri also, in the course of the last year, visited 


Hamburgh, 


where he was introduced to some of the reformed Jews, and his 
account of an interview with one of them contains some things 
well worthy of attention, and must not be omitted. 

“One of them, Mr. M——, who had been appointed head 
master of the Jewish school at B——, received me with unaf- 
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fected kindness, and expressed great satisfaction, when I pre- 
sented him with a Hebrew Testament, because, as he said, he 
had long wished to possess it. He considers the Temple Asso- 
ciation, whose form of worship is similar to the Christian, as a 
stepping-stone to Christianity. But in my view of it, which 

es with that of many pious ministers in Germany, this new 
temple is nothing but natural religion, dressed in a Jewish 
garb. I have been confirmed in this opinion by a conversa- 
tion | had last week with the founder of the temple in this city. 
He asserted ‘ that, in the whole of the Old Testament, not one 
word was said of the Messiah. That what the prophets have 
spoken or written of a great King, is a poetical figure, and is to 
be understood of the restoration of the Jews as a nation.’ I vin- 
dicated the interpretation of the prophets as given by Chris- 
tians, and referred to passages of the Old Testament which 
speak clearly of a Messiah, who should spiritually redeem Is- 
rael, and bring the Gentiles to the knowledge of God. My 
opponent could not deny this; yet he defended his opinion by 
reference to the immoral conduct of the Christians, who both 
in their life and sentiments are at variance with the Gospel, I[ 
found him well versed in the works of modern neologists ; but 
I was glad to bear him admit, that they only who believe in the 
divinity of Christ, and in the atonement of his death, are true 
Christians; and that it is unpardonable in men calling themselves 
Christian divines, to undermine these fundamental doctrines of 
their religion. Some other Jews were present, and I left him 
with a promise to repeat my visit, and also to attend the worship 
at the temple. [ am to be introduced to the two ministers of 
the temple; and also to the celebrated Rabbi D , who is 
said not to be hostile to Christianity. He has made a Chris- 
tian student a teacher in his school; a thing which was never 
done before by a rabbi. 

Mr. Petri afterwards adds, what is worthy of being record- 
ed, as throwing light on the present sentiments of many of this 
new sect amongst the continental Jews: 

“ T have at length been introduced to the minister of the Tem- 
ple: and by the following sentiments which he expressed to me, 
you may judge how far he, in any degree, draws near to the 
Christian faith. ‘ Missionary Societies,’ said he, ‘ought to sup- 
port our mode of worship, because it is calculated to prepare 
the Jews for the profession of Christianity. Itis objected, that 
we preach only the doctrines of natural religion. But if the 
Jews, from their adherence to dead forms, and to rabbinical su- 
perstitions, are to be led back to the purer doctrines of the 
prophets, howjcan that be better effected than by preaching to 
them the-attributes* of the Divine Being, and the moral law, 
the substance of which is love to God and to our neighbour ° 
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Do not these doctrines form the fundamental part of Chris- 
tianity? Yet, as in Berlin we have not been permitted thus to 
advance gradually to Christianity, we have here also to strug- 
gle against a similar opposition. We are not even allowed to 
transfer the celebration of the Sabbath to the Sunday. > Sup- 
we are not yet prepared to subscribe to all the dogmas of 
the Christian religion, does it follow, that our children will not 
receive them? And would not the Christian Church gain more 
by the conversion of whole congregations, than of some indi- 
viduals only to Christianity ? You, Mr. Petri, may well distri- 
bute tracts, New Testaments, and Prophets, among the Jews. 
We have had it in contemplation to institute among ourselves 
a Bible Society, to give the Bible, in the German language, 
gratuitously to poor Jews; for the word of God is the true 
engine to overthrow the doctrines of the rabbies. And we are 
desirous to form a Bible Society, if the British and Foreign 
Bible Society will assist us with a grant, such as they give to 
other Bible Societies.’ If Jesus Christ declared, that the scribe 
who acknowledged the duty of love to God and to his neigh- 
bour as the substance of the law, was net far from the kingdom 
of God, I think the reformed Jews holding the same opinion 
must also be considered not far from the kingdom of Christ.” 
In the cenclusion of his Journal, Mr. Petri states it as his 


ie. that Hamburgh is well adapted for the establishment 


of a school for the education of Jewish children. Your com- 
mittee considering that this active missionary has sufficiently 
approved himself to be worthy of his office, have taken him 
altogether under their superintendence, and have stationed him 
at Hamburgh, to co-operate with Mr. Moritz and Mr. O'Neill. 


To he continued. 








